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* I want to express my gratitude to Maribel Romero, whose unbelievable dedication, time, and effort were 
the driving force behind (or rather, ahead of) my work. Special thanks to Ellen Prince and David Embick 
for the initial discussions and interest in this topic, and to Satoshi Tomioka for help in  understanding 
sloppy identity phenomena. Special thanks also go Tatjana Scheffler and Augustin Speyer for help with 
German data. I’m incredibly grateful to Vita Markman for proofreading and  Russian judgments, and to 
Robert Gillham for English judgments. 
1 Alonso-Ovalle (2002) proposes a semantics of arbitrary 2nd-person pronouns in Spanish, unifying them 
with the deictic interpretation of the item. His analysis, however, differs substantially from mine; I discuss 
the differences below. There is also substantial pragmatic literature on arbitrary 2nd-person pronouns 
(Sankoff and Laberge 1979, Yule 1982, Kitagawa and Lehrer 1990, among  others).  
Great thanks to an anonymous reviewer for the CSSP conference for pointing out this literature to me. 
2 I am distinguishing the generic one from the N©-anaphoric one as in (i) below. 
(i) Would you like an apple? Take one! 
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3 As Nakanishi and Romero (in press) note, QVE with definites is achieved with expressions like for the 
most part (i), rather than Q-adverbs. Which operators succeed in achieving QVE over definites is a 
fascinating question; for my purposes, it is enough to note that Q-adverbs fail here. 
(i) The students sitting over here now are for the most part smart. (Most students... = QVE on students) 



 3 

�
!� $� 3 � ��� ��� �2�� � �C95��� � �� �� � � � �� � 2�F' � , ��� � � 6�� �� � � � ���� � , ��� � � 6�� �� � �8�
� � 	�G�0� � ���� � 
 �� �� �� ����� � �� � � � �� � , �� � � �
 � 
 � ��� �� � � � �	� �
� � 	�G�? � �H�� �� ���� � 
 �� ���� �
 � 
 � ��� �� � � � �	����
� � 	�G)���� �� �� 
 � ��� �� ���� � 
 �� ���� � 8� �
 � 
 � ��� �� � � � �	�
�
�  0� � �� � � � �� � ��� � � �� � �� � ��� �. 
 � � �� � �� � � �= � �� � � 2�C:� � 7� �� � �� 
 � � � � � ��� �

1
 � � ���� �� � �� 7� � ��� � �7� � �� � �� ��� ��� � 
 � � � �� � ��� � ��� � � ��� ��� � ��� ��� � �� �� � � � � ��
� � � ��� ����� �1
 � � ���� �� 7� � ��� � �� � � � �� ��� � �� ��� � ��� ��� �H� � � � � � �� � ��7� � 	�

�  I � 
 � �� ��� ��� �� ���� � � �� � 
 ��� � ���� � � �= � � � � � �� 
 � �� � ��� � � ���- � ��� � � ��� ��� � �� � � �

 � ��- � �� � ��� ��� �H� � � � � � ��� ��7� � ��� �� � � � 
 � �� � �C95�, ��� �C:� � 7� �� � �!*$	��
0� �� �� � ��� � � �, � � �� � ��� � � ��� � �� � ��� � �
 � ��� � � � �� � � ( ��� � � ��� � �� � � � �� � �� � � :
� � � � � � �� �� � 
 �� � �� �� � � 
 � �� � �� �� � � � :< 7� ��� �!� � � � $/ 	��

�
!*$�� 	�� � 
 � �
��	�)� ��� � � � �� � � � ��� � 
 �� �, � � �H
 � 
 � ��� H�� � � �� ���7� � ��� �� � �*� 	�
��	�)��� � 
 �� � � ��, ��� ��� � �
 � ��� ��� � 
 �� �, � � �H
 � 
 � ��� H� � � � ��� � � �� � ��- ���� � 	�
������ 	�� � ��
��	�)� ��� � � � �� � � � ��� � � �� �, � � �H
 � 
 � ��� H�� � � �� ���7� � ��� �� � �*� 	�
��	�)��� � � �� � � �� �, ��� ��� � �
 � ��� ��� � � �� �, � � �H
 � 
 � ��� H� � � � ��� � � �� � �� �- ���� � 	�
������ 	�= � � � � � �� 
 � �
��	��3 � � � �� ��� � �� �� � � ���� � � � �H�� � � � � �� � , � �� � �H�� � ��� � �� �� �*� ��� � �� 	�
�����0� � � ������7� � �
 � ' �� �, � � � ��H���
 � 
 � ��� �����H������� � � � �� �������*� �� � � �� �
�����8)� ��� � � � �� � � � ��� � � �� �, � � �H
 � 
 � ��� H�� �� �� ���7� � ������*� 	8�
��	�J � � � �� � � ���� ����� � � �
 � ��� �7� �� � � � � ����, �� � �� � � ���� � � � �H�� � �� � �� �, � �� � �H�����
�����)�������
 � ' �, ��� ��� � �
 � ��� �� � � �� �����������, ����
 � ' �� �, � � � �H�
 � 
 � ��� �H�
� � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � �	�
� � � � ��� � � �� � �	- ���� � �
����8)��� � � �� � � �� �, ��� ��� � �
 � ��� ��� � � �, ����� �, � � �H
 � 
 � ��� H� � � � ��� � � �� � ��- ���� � 	8�
�

o )� �!*� :�$���� � �� � � �� � � � �� � �� ��� ��� � ���� � � � � � �� � �� � ��� � �� � 7� �� ��� ����� � � ���
� � ��� , �� ���� � �� � � � �� �� ���� � ���� � ���7� � ��� �� � �*� ;�� �� ��� � �� ��� �� � � �� � � � � �
, ��� �� � ��!*� :�$�� � � �� 
 � �!*� :�$	��

o 0� � �!��$�� � � � � �� � ����
 � �� � �� ��� � �� � � � �� � �� ���� � �� � � - � � �� � � �� � � � � � 	�
                                                                                                                                                 
 
4 Alonso-Ovalle (2002) notes that certain adverbs seem to produce QVE over the 2nd-person pronoun, but 
then goes on to deny this by citing an example when a Q-adverb fails to do so. I discuss his data. 
5 These examples are complicated by the fact that you/one/man are the only forms available to refer back to  
you/one/man. So, they are used for this purpose instead of regular pronouns in the consequent clause of the 
donkey sentences. Since these example involve variables co-varying under quantification, the co-construal 
of the two occurrences of the same pronoun cannot be analysed as simple coreference or mediated by extra-
linguistic reasoning (as is done in Koenig and Mauner 2000 for the French impersonal pronoun on). 
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6 This has been noted for Spanish 2nd-person pronoun in Alonso-Ovalle (2002). 
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